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the wife and son of the late Shri Mahadev Desai on the latter's
death. Government's replies which are very characteristic will
be found in letters 2, 5 and 9.
Of special interest is the admission in letter No. 12 that the
District Magistrate of Ahmedabad who had been charged with
conducting action against the Navajivan Press had misinter-
preted orders that had been issued to him so that "all the old
files of the Harijan since 1933" had "actually been destroyed".
In the month of November, 1942, when Prof. Bhansali was
fasting in connection with Chimur happenings, Gandhiji sought
Bombay Government's permission to establish direct telephonic
contact with him to dissuade him from the fast if he found it to
be morally unjustified. The permission was refused. (Letters
Nos. 13-16)
II
This section is the correspondence with Lord Linlithgow
and the Government of India about the August disturbances and
in connection with Gandhiji's fast of February, 1943.
The first letter to Lord Linlithgow, dated 14th August, 1942,
is a reply to the Government's communique on the August Reso-
lution of the Congress and the subsequent action taken by the
Government thereon. The special interest of this letter written
by Gandhiji five days after his arrest lies in the fact that
it eontairled a most categorical denial of the charge that the
Congress had contemplated violence at any stage. The non-vio-
lent policy of the Congress was reiterated by him with even
greater emphasis in a letter which he wrote to the Government
of India a few weeks later (letter No. 19). The letter to the
Viceroy referred to the readiness of the Congress to identify
India with the Allied cause and its offer loyally to accept any
national government that might be formed by the Muslim
League. It ended by pleading for a reconsideration of the
Government of India's whole policy. A fact to be noted in this
connection is that, although the Government continued to
accuse the Congress of encouraging violence and to use it to
justify their repression policy, they neither published these
letters till their hands were forced by Gandhiji's fast nor took
any action on them.
On New Year's Eve, after an interval of over four months,
Gandhiji re-opened correspondence with Lord Linlithgow by
addressing him a personal letter. Gandhiji in his letters pointed
out that: